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the romantick rocks and woods of my ancestors at Auchinleck1! VVrite to me at Edinburgh. You owe me his verses on Great George and tuneful Gibber, and the bad verses which led him to make his fine ones on- Philips the musician3. Keep your promise, and let me have them. I offer my very best compliments to Mrs. Garrick, and ever am,
' Your warm admirer and friend,
'JAMES BOSWELL.' ' To David Garrick, Esq., London.'
His answer was as follows:—
' Hampton, September 14, 1773-
'DEAR SIR,
' You stole away from London, and left us all in the lurch; for we expected you one night at the club, and knew nothing of your departure. Had I payed you what I owed you, for the book you bought for me, I should only have grieved for the loss of your company, and slept with a quiet conscience; but, wounded as it is, it must remain so till 1 see you again, though I am sure our good friend Mr. Johnson will discharge the debt for me, if you will let him. Your account of your journey to Fores, the raven, old castle, &c., &c., made me half mad. Are you not rather too late in the year for fine weather, which is the life and soul of seeing places ? I hope your pleasure will continue quaiis ab incepto, &c.
' Your friend0------------------threatens me much.    I only wish
1 Boswell is here quoting the Preface to the third edition of his Corsica:—'Whatever clouds may overcast my days, I can now walk here among the rocks and woods of my ancestors, with an agreeable consciousness that I have done something worthy.'
" See ante, i. 171, and/ow1, Nov. 21.
3 I have suppressed my friend's name from an apprehension of wounding his sensibility; but I would not withhold from my readers a passage which shews Mr. Garrick's mode of writing as the Manager of a Theatre, anrl contains a pleasing trait of his domestick life. His judgment of dramatick pieces, so far as concerns their exhibition on the stage, must be allowed to have considerable weight. But from the effect which a perusal of the tragedy here condemned had upon myself, and from the opinions of some eminent criticks, I venture to pronounce that it has much poetical merit; and its authour has distinguished himself by several performances which shew that the epithet poetaster was, in the present insfance, much misapplied. BOSWELL. Johnson mentioned this quarrel between Garrick and the poet on
thatad some years before taken
